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knowledgeable about the types of openings being inspected. While certifica-
tion is not a requirement of NFPA 80, the training and certification process
provide the attendee with the necessary knowledge to facilitate the inspec-
tions.

This standard is coming and we are already seeing it enforced in locations
around the country. Some locations are enforcing the inspections because it is
now part of their code, others because they know it needs to be done from a
life safety perspective. Whatever the reason, know that the tools are in place
to help your campus successfully implement a fire-door inspection program.

In order to increase the awareness among college and universities and AHJs,
the Foundation for the Advancement of Life Safety and Security and The Center
for Campus Fire Safety are exploring the feasibility of jointly conducting half-day
training sessions that will provide an attendee with the ability to understand
what has been inspected and what should or should not be approved. If you
are interested in perhaps hosting one of these training programs at your cam-
pus, please contact us at: support@campusfiresafety.org

FOUNDATION

for the Advancement of L{fc‘ Sriﬁt_r and Semrity

For more information on the
Foundation or on DHI’s certified
training program, please call
703-222-2010 or email Bill John-
son at bjohnson@dhi.org.

Keith Pardoe is the Director of
Education at the Door and
Hardware Institute.

William Johnson is the Executive
Vice-President of the Foundation
for the Advancement of Life
Safety and Security.

Also contributing to this article
was Marty Waterfill, Facility
Engineer at Georgia State
University.
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When Failure is
Not an Option...

DEPEND ON
LIFELINE®
TC PROTECT
CRITICAL
CIRCUITS

Support emergency
evacuation and crisis
contral with qualified fire

critical circuit cables.

a as will protect
power, communications and
notification circuits against
attack by fire or physical
damage providing real time
systern operation during
evacuation and crisis
resalution.

For more details and an

infarmative fact sheet, plus

video of the UL burm test, visit

www.drakausa.com/lifeline
=, or call your Lifeline

“nﬁ Representative

‘1‘. 800-333-4248
= ext 2600

......
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o
Ce/eémf:‘nj 20 years of fire frrevention /eacﬁm‘ﬁf(y

National Association of State Fire Marshals

Celebrating more then two decades of advocating for
fire and life safety, the National Association of State
Fire Marshals (NASFM) is one of the Center for Campus
Fire Safety’s (CCFS) non-profit partners.

NASFM’s membership includes the most senior fire
officials in the United States. State fire marshals are
responsible for fire-safety code adoption and enforce-
ment, fire and arson investigation, fire incident data
reporting and analysis, public education and advising
Governors and State Legislatures on fire protection.

Their partnership and support of CCFS is a logical ex-
tension of their mission, which is to:

e Protect human life, property and the environment
from fire

¢ Improve the efficiency and effectiveness of State
Fire Marshals' operations

To meet its goal of protecting lives, property and the
environment from fire, NASFM focuses on preventing
fires from occurring. To do this, it encourages manu-
facturers to make consumer products as fire-safe as

PARTNER PROFILE

Partnering with the Center for Campus Fire Safety

(we CENTES FOR

Gampus Fire Safety

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY NASFM

they can be, and work to educate individuals
to be careful with ignition sources.

In addition, many of NASFM’s initiatives seek to prevent
the most dangerous of residential fires, which can in-
clude on- and off-campus housing. However, NASFM be-
lieves that the scenario for the next major fire in a pub-
lic place is reasonably predictable and preventable.

The Association is especially concerned about large re-
tail stores containing significant quantities of easily
combustible fuel, with multiple ignition sources, inade-
quate exiting, and insufficient sprinkler systems, lo-
cated on congested thoroughfares likely to hamper fire
and rescue workers.

NASFM will seek to work with those industries present-
ing this level of hazard, insurers, local code authorities,
and the news media to identify and prevent the next
major fire.

To help meet its mission, members serve on various
NASFM committees that include Arson and Fire Investi-
gation, Fire Data and Information, Government Rela-
tions, Legal Affairs, Public Education, and Homeland
Security.

It has also established member task forces for Consumer
Product Fire Safety and Catastrophic Fire Prevention.

Learn more about NASFM at www.firemarshals.org
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Ca

Biosafety Officer

Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Mid-level biosafety officer
(Term position but will probably become permanent

very quickly)

Duties And Responsibilities

Responsible for the implementation of Biosafety pro-
grams at the Harvard Longwood, Southborough &
Cambridge/Allston Campuses. Based primarily in the
Harvard Longwood Campus and under supervision of
the Senior Biosafety Officer, performs duties in bio-
safety in a multi-disciplinary EH&S environment with
strong emphasis on research laboratory safety. Pro-
vide services directly to the clients through consulta-
tions, technical assistance, and training. Prepares
written and verbal reports, maintains databases, con-
ducts investigations and special projects. UOS requires
pre-employment drug, reference and background
screening.

Basic Qualifications

Requirements: Bachelors Degree in microbiology, biol-
ogy or other related discipline is required. A Masters
degree is preferred. Minimum three years experience
in performing basic research or clinical lab procedures
or in implementing biological safety in a laboratory
setting. Eligibility for professional RBP or CBSP certifi-
cation preferred. Working knowledge of biomedical
processes, equipment and facilities, and ability to
communicate technical issues to diverse clients is
necessary. Requires customer service and collabora-
tive attitude and skills and exceptional written and
oral communication. Must have ability to work inde-
pendently and as a team member. Must be committed
to professional growth including training courses and
other opportunities. Technology Skills Requirements:
Demonstrated proficiency in use of databases. Profi-

cient in the use of Microsoft desktop applications (e.g.
Microsoft Excel, Access, PowerPoint, Project, Publisher,
and Word and Outlook). Must become proficient in using
IBC databases and perform research to assess risk associ-
ated with research protocols. Special Requirements: Must
be able to provide technical assistance to emergencies
involving biological agents/rDNA. Physical Requirements:
Must have sufficient mobility, dexterity, and endurance to
perform field work involving inspections, workplace haz-
ard assessments, emergency response, and related func-
tions. Emergency Status Designation: Critical Operations
Personnel

Additional Qualifications

Review and process recombinant DNA, infectious agent,
and select agent registrations for approval by the Harvard
Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC). Perform risk as-
sessment of proposed work, present technical data to Har-
vard IBC with recommendations for consideration and ap-
proval. Implement and conduct multi-disciplinary inspec-
tions and compliance reviews of laboratories and other
support facilities that use recombinant DNA materials,
biological agents, chemicals and other hazardous materi-
als. Recommend remedial actions or corrective actions for
inspection findings. Preparation, update or establishment
of biosafety policies, guidelines and procedures. Develop
written plans, training modules, fact sheets, web post-
ings, and other communications. Assist laboratory clients
with identification of appropriate biological laboratory
containment levels and strategies for hazard assessment
and control. Provide practical and feasible solutions to
control exposures and ensure compliance with University
guidelines, best management practices and occupational
and environmental regulations. Use independent judg-
ment to evaluate and mitigate potential exposure to haz-
ardous materials and/or conditions. Assist in the response
and investigation of laboratory-related accidents or expo-
sures involving rDNA or potentially infectious material.
Deliver formal and informal campus-wide, departmental
and laboratory- or operation-specific training (e.g. Bio-
safety, Blood borne Pathogens, DOT/IATA Shipping). De-
velop expertise and provide guidance to research and
other personnel in DOT/IATA shipping regulations and CDC
and USDA import regulations. Maintain and update records
of laboratory inspections, internal and external correspon-
dence and investigations. Maintain proficiency in regula-
tions, standards, guidelines and trends in biosafety and
anticipate and evaluate their impact on clients; draft
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communications for EH&S and clients. Assist EH&S
team with implementation of multi-disciplinary EH&S
programs (e.g. biological, chemical, and hazard com-
munication). Evaluate potential exposures or work
practices for biological safety concerns. Maintain
strong internal and professional relationship

Contact

Joe Griffin
Harvard University, 46 Blackstone St.
Cambridge, MA 02139, (617) 495-2370

Assistant Director — Radiation
Safety Officer

University of Maryland

Requirements

The University of Maryland College Park is seeking an
Assistant Director -Radiation Safety Officer within
the Department of Environmental Safety. This posi-
tion is responsible for managing and directing the
Radiation Safety Program for the University of Mary-
land College Park campus and other University Sys-
tem of Maryland institutions under one or more of
UMCP's radiological licenses. The individual functions
as the institutional Radiation Safety Officer and is a
key member of the senior staff within the Depart-
ment of Environmental Safety (DES). As such, the
position plans, directs, and manages the staffing,
services, equipment, training, and budget of the Ra-
diation Safety Office. Specific services to be man-
aged include radiological surveys, radioactive mate-
rial handling and control, dosimetry, radioanalysis,
radiation-producing equipment (including linear ac-
celerators, x-ray devices, and lasers) and administra-
tive support for the Office. The position also identi-
fies, tracks, and monitors radiological trends at
UMCP and associated facilities; supports the campus
Radiation Safety Committee; directly interacts with
regulatory agencies; develops required license
amendments and renewals; and ensures that UM op-
erations are conducted in accordance with institu-

tional broad scope, special nuclear material, irradiator,
and research reactor license requirements and commit-
ments, the Radiation Safety Manual, and State and Fed-
eral regulations

Qualifications

The successful candidate must have a Bachelor's degree
in Health Physics or a related scientific discipline and ten
or more years of experience in operational health physics
including at least five years of regulatory compliance
experience and three years of program management ex-
perience directing a professional health physics staff. A
Master's or other advanced degree in the above disci-
plines, and American Board of Health Physics certifica-
tion are preferred.

Salary
Commensurate with experience

Position Availability
Immediate

To apply

The University of Maryland offers a generous leave pack-
age, tuition remission, retirement programs and health/
dental care plans. For fullest consideration, nhominations
or letters of application with resume and a listing of
three references with phone numbers should be sent no
later than August 28, 2009. Submit Materials to:

Deloris Jeter

Dept. of Environmental Safety
3115 Chesapeake Building
The University of Maryland
College Park, MD 20742

THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND IS AN EQUAL OPPORTU-
NITY EMPLOYER, AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER. MI-
NORITIES AND WOMAN ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

Maureen Kotlas, CSP, CPEA

Director , University of Maryland Department of
Environmental Safety

3115 Chesapeake Building, College Park, Maryland 20742
301-405-3960

www.des.umd.edu

We strive for excellence in sustainable practices. Please
do not print this e-mail unless absolutely necessary!
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Building a Better Smoke Alarm

Proposed Revisions to NFPA 72®, National Fire Alarm Code® Could Save Lives

By Dr. David Albert, Lifetone Technology and Vic Humm PE, Vic Humm and Associates

Reprinted with permission of the International Fire Marshals Association

moke alarms save lives, but only if they work
to alert the people at risk. Not waking up in
time is often the cause of fire fatalities. Ac-
cording to studies commissioned by the Fire
Protection Research Foundation and the U.S. Fire
Administration, may people - including people with
hearing loss (especially significant loss above 3000
Hz), seniors, children, and heavy sleepers - are more
at risk because they don’t wake up readily from stan-
dard smoke alarms. Proposed revisions to NFPA 72®,
National Fire Alarm Code® aim to reduce that risk.

Even though most people with hearing loss have more
trouble hearing high frequencies than low ones, the
typical smoke alarm uses a high frequency - a 3100
Hz pure tone signal. As a result, smoke alarms are
not very effective at waking up many people with
hearing loss. In the "Waking Effectiveness Study” by
Dorothy Bruck and lan Thomas of Victoria University,
nearly half of subjects with mild to moderately se-
vere hearing loss slept through code-mandated levels
(75 dBA) of the 3100 Hz smoke alarm signal.

However, the proposed 520 Hz square-wave tone was
highly effective at waking participants with mild to
moderately severe hearing loss: 92 percent of the
people in the study woke up from deep sleep at 75
dBA of the low frequency alarm, while only 56 per-
cent woke up at 75 dBA for the standard alarms’
3100 Hz pure tone. The 520 Hz square-wave tone also
was more effective in waking participants than
strobe lights or tactile devices. What’s more, strobe
lights alone woke less than 30 percent of partici-
pants.

A Population at Risk

Perhaps most disturbing is that, in a questionnaire,
many participants who are hard of hearing indicated
they do not act on their need for specialized alerting
devices. Coupled with the fact that there are thou-

sands of people who are not aware of their hearing loss,
it is critical that the fire safety community improve the
standards to protect these populations.

Additional research, conducted with healthy people 65
years and older whose hearing was within the norm for
their age at all frequencies, found that 95 percent woke
up to a 75 dBA 520 Hz square-wave signal and that, on
average, they woke up considerably faster to it versus
the 3100 Hz signal of standard smoke alarms. In contrast,
18 percent slept through the 3100 Hz tone signal at 75
dBA, and the mean response was much slower: 192 sec-
onds, compared to 93 seconds for the 520 Hz square-
wave signal. Because fire can envelop an entire dwelling
within minutes, every second can mean the difference
between life and death.

A summary of the evidence from the NFPA-sponsored
research demonstrates that the 520 Hz square-wave sig-
nal is at least four to 12 times more effective than the
current high-pitched signal in the populations tested. In
fact, it is stated that the 520 Hz square-wave signal,
which has been tested in six different studies, has suffi-
cient evidence to warrant the recommendation for its
widespread introduction as a new standard smoke alarm
signal for the whole population. Bruck and Thomas con-
clude that, "Not improving the alarm signal is likely to
result in fatalities and injuries that may have been avoid-
able.”

Improving the Standard

The 2010 edition of NFPA 72®, National Fire Alarm
Code® includes language that would require 520 Hz
square-wave notification devices in all commercial sleep-
ing rooms by 2014. Notification appliances that produce
the 520 Hz square-wave will be required in residential
sleeping rooms for people with hearing loss as 2010 edi-
tion is adopted.
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NFPA 72 changes

Alarming Situation: New Edition of Code Increases Alarm Volume ... Arousing college
students to evacuate from a dorm has never been an easy task but the newest edition of NFPA 72®,
National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code®, includes new language that increases alarm volume and
may help with this persistent life safety problem.

Alerting college students is a well-documented challenge and there are numerous reports that detail
problems waking hearing-impaired individuals. In many respects, college students could be considered
“hearing impaired” when you look at some of the risk factors.

For example, stress and the use of alcohol and drugs, are often factors that lead to the impairment.
In cases where fire fatalities occurred on college campuses, alcohol was a factor.

According to the according to the US Fire Administration there’s a strong link between alcohol and
fire deaths. In more than 50 percent of adult fire fatalities, victims were under the influence of alco-
hol at the time of the fire. Alcohol abuse often impairs judgment and hampers evacuation efforts.

Loud parties, music, and other factors should also be considered when wondering why students do not
respond.

According to the 2010 edition of NFPA 72, alarm systems used for sleeping areas will now be required
to emit a 520 Hz square wave before the voice announcements. Specifically, the change requires
where audible appliance produce signals for sleeping areas, they need to produce a low frequency
signal of square wave - 520 Hz by January 1, 2014.

Supported by research
Previous code requirements were considered adequate for sleeping areas but the new requirement is
based, in part, on recent research.

The June 2007 Optimizing Fire Alarm Notification for High-Risk Groups sponsored by the Fire Protec-
tion Research Foundation showed that people who were hearing impaired woke up to a 75 dBA 520 Hz
square-wave signal.

One of the conclusions researchers Dorothy Bruck and lan Thomas of Victoria University, Australia
reached was the 520 Hz square wave signal is more effective that the signal requirements in previous
editions of NFPA 72.

The very popular Firewise Campus Training Workshop is available on demand. For more information contact us:

support@campusfiresafety.org | 978.961.0410
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“The Inspector” vy itp chandter

DOORS.... Yeah man, doors!

But not the rock powerhouse group of the Sixties, the
band that helped define an era for many of us. Sorry. You
won’t find the full seven minute version of “Light My Fire”
here, at least not this month. Rather, you’ll have to settle
for a pedantic treatise on fire doors.

Let’s get right down to brass tacks: Doors are the unsung
heroes of firefighting. They save lives and property. Don’t
get me wrong, fire alarm and detection systems are in-
valuable; there is nothing like an early warning of danger.
Ditto automatic sprinkler systems; nobody gets water on
the fire faster than they do. But when fire breaks out in a
structure, a closed door is often the best thing we’ve got
going for us! They alone, in their marvelous simplicity,
stop the spread of smoke and fire dead in their tracks.

We’re not talking rocket science here. The compartmen-
talization of buildings as a defense against fire has been
going on for well over a century. In fact, the NFPA had a
standard in place for their correct installation and main-
tenance as early as the 1912, Rules for Fire Protection
Coverings for Openings in Walls and Partitions on the In-
terior of Buildings. Today we have NFPA 80, Standard for
Fire Doors and Fire Windows, a referenced standard for
those communities adhering to the ICC family of codes.

Needless to say, but worth repeating anyway, opening
protectives (fancy term for fire doors) are only effective
when properly selected and installed. Don’t be fooled by
their unpretentiousness; fire doors, their hardware and
frames, are all part of a carefully engineered system. And
just like my ancient stereo system that rattled my win-

dows with “People are Strange,” fire doors are only as
good as their weakest link. The wrong hardware
slapped on a door, or a door carelessly mismatched
with its frame is not likely to provide the level of pro-
tection needed. Likewise, all the hardware in the world
could be just a pile of junk when not installed in a
workmanlike manner.

For many, the summertime provides relief from the
hectic pace of the academic calendar. Not so for cam-
pus facilities shops. The summer is the time for all
those remodeling projects—refurbishing worn out
spaces, creating new spaces, or reconfiguring what’s
already there. It should come as no surprise that the
time allocated for completion of such projects keeps
getting smaller, as does the budget needed to complete
them properly. As a result, there is always the pressing
need to save time and money. It’s so tempting, and
dangerously common, to skip the professional design
stage and bypass the permitting process. It’s likewise
very attractive to use materials, like doors and hard-
ware, which are already on hand, often left over from
who knows when. Do it fast and do it inexpensively!

The summertime is, no wonder, also the busiest time
for fire inspectors. It is our job to make sure that life
safety is not compromised in the name of expediency.
This is especially so in the case of doors. We must verify
that when rated doors and assemblies are required, the
correct ones are installed, and installed properly. That
means that all the hardware that comes in the box gets
used, like astragals, and all tolerances meet the design
specifications.

The truth be known, proper installation is only half the
battle. Doors, like every other life safety system, must
be diligently maintained. For trades people servicing
rated opening protectives, there is one cardinal rule:

“Swinging fire
doors shall

close from the
full-open position
and latch auto-
matically. The door
closer shall exert
enough force to
close and latch the door from any partially open
position.”” (IFC 703.2.3)
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From time to time, it is necessary for some to revisit
the underlying principle of fire door operation. The air
in a room, when heated by fire, expands, exerting posi-
tive outward pressure on all surfaces. A door that is not
securely latched may thus be forced open, allowing the
spread of smoke and fire to other parts of the building,
often into exit enclosures specifically designed to offer
refuge and escape.

For all the other building occupants there is also a
golden rule: “Fire doors and smoke barrier doors shall
not be blocked or obstructed or otherwise made inop-
erable.” (IFC 703.2) Oddly enough, the most frequent
offenders are often facilities staff members themselves.
Look, if | had to haul bags of trash all day or lug my
tools from floor to floor and room to room, | too might
look to make my job a bit easier by eliminating one in-
convenient task, putting everything down and opening
the door. Except | have seen how much destruction a
closed fire door contains, and therefore, | try to be a
convincing witness. | take every opportunity to inform
others, at the very least, how much smoke and contami-
nants a waste basket fire will produce and how one
closed door will prevent a whole lot of cleanup.

Unfortunately, we can talk about the importance of fire
doors until blue in the face. Nonetheless, fire doors will
continue to be propped open, whether for convenience,
sociability or simply to avoid hearing the door slam all
day and all night long. Of course there is the simple so-
lution of installing magnetic hold open devices that will
allow doors to conveniently remain open, closing auto-
matically upon fire alarm activation. Clearly, this meas-
ure should be encouraged whenever possible. Yet, this
fix is not always feasible, especially in the current econ-
omy. What we therefore need is a final fall-back strat-

egy.

We need to educate all building occupants, students,
faculty and staff alike, on what to do when a fire actu-
ally occurs and hope they come through in the end. As |
have stated previously, I’m a firm believer in teaching
the RACE protocol. (Relocate, Alarm, Contain, Extin-
guish) If all else fails, | will take some comfort in knowing
that when the worst happens, folks in my buildings will
remember the mantra:

Stay low and go,
bang on all closed doors,
close the rest.

FY|— “ The Inspector”

By Philip Chandler, was published in
CURIE’s (Canadian Universities Re-
ciprocal Insurance Exchange) March
newsletter.... “Question: How long
does it take for your localfire depart-
ment to respond to a fire alarm on
the third floor of U-Name-It Hall?”

\y

-— -

To download:
http://campusfiresafety.org/

uploaded/
CURIENewsletterMar2009.pdf

The viewpoints
expressed in The
Inspector are
those of the au-
thor alone. They
are offered to
initiate thought
and debate, how-
ever, they do not
necessarily repre-
sent the views or
opinions of the
Center for Cam-
pus Fire Safety,
its officers, di-
rectors or its
editorial staff.

Philip Chandler is a long time fire-
fighter and a fulltime government
fire marshal working extensively
in the college environment - from
large public university centers to
small private colleges.

His primary responsibilities in-
clude code enforcement and edu-
cation.

Phil welcomes your comments,
thoughts and opinions (whether in
agreement or opposition) to his

theinspector

@campusfiresafety.org
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http://www.campusfiresafety.org/members

NEW EXISTING MEMBERS ... ’
MEMBERS

Make Your CCFS Membership Work For You. Did you
know that as a CCFS member you can promote your prod-
ucts and services on our member website? CCFS members
are among the top fire and life safety specialists and many
have purchasing and specification authority for their cam-
pus. You already share an interest in keeping colleges and
universities safe from fire, why not share your product and
service information with the rest of the membership.

If you have responsibility for fire safety programs, pol-
icy and/or practices on a college or university, or Fire
Service/Government personnel who have an interest in,
or responsibility for, fire safety programs on or with a
college or university ... this is a great place to make a
difference, network with peers , post your news online
and hold an elective office within CCFS. Cost is only
$40. annually.
Send us your product information and we will post it on the
member site. There is no cost for this service because it is
part of your annual membership dues. This is a great way
to promote your product and services as well as sharing

If you represent or own a business, corporation or or- information with other members.

ganization/association, and are interested in the affairs f ¢ your information to: ctabor@campusfiresafety.org
of the CCFS ... this is a great place to show your interest
and showcase your company’s product or service to col-

leges and universities. Cost is only $150. annually.

[ N

Please include a contact e-mail or phone number.

Did you know you can renew your CCFS Membership Online
with a credit card! Simply login and look for “Membership

Renewal”’ www.campusfiresafety.org/members

Let’s Network!
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@ NTERNATIONAL
8l CODE COUNCIL

I.'-.I ERNATIONAL |

CODE CORNER

ICC COMMENTARY, IFC (2003)

SECTION 703
FIRE-RESISTANCE-RATED
CONSTRUCTION

703.1 Maintenance. The required fire-resistance rat-
ing of fire-resistance-rated construction (including
walls, fire stops, shaft enclosures, partitions and
floors) shall be maintained. Such elements shall be
properly repaired, restored or replaced when dam-
aged, altered, breached or penetrated. Openings
made therein for the passage of pipes, electrical con-
duit, wires, ducts, air transfer openings, and holes
made for any reason shall be protected with approved
methods capable of resisting the passage of smoke
and fire. Openings through fire-resistance- rated as-
semblies shall be protected by self-closing or auto-
matic- closing doors of approved construction meeting
the fire protection requirements for the assembly.

&’ The code requires that all equipment, systems,
devices and safeguards required by the current and
past codes be maintained in good working order (see
Section 102.1). Section 703.1 reiterates this require-
ment specifically for fire-resistance-rated assemblies.

Once a building is occupied, its component parts are
often damaged, altered or penetrated for installation
of new piping, wiring and the like. These actions may
reduce the effectiveness of assemblies that must be
fire-resistance rated. This section requires that any
damage to a fire-resistance-rated assembly be re-
paired in a manner that restores the original required

Peopla Helping Peogple Build & Salar Wearld'™

ABOUT CODE CORNER

CCFS would like to remind you to check
with your local “Authority Having
Jurisdiction (AHJ)” for questions and
opinions concerning your local Fire and
Building Codes. The information
contained in this article is supplied as a
courtesy by the International Code
Council (ICC) and is based on the
International Fire and Building Codes and
their respective commentaries. Your
local codes or ordinances may vary.

performance characteristics. Similarly, if a fire-
resistance- rated assembly is altered or penetrated, the
alteration or penetration must comply with the applica-
ble requirements of the International Building Code®
(IBC®) for that kind of alteration or penetration.

A common violation of fundamental safety principles,
as well as the code, is having wooden or rubber floor
wedges prop open fire doors or smoke barrier doors.
This renders them totally ineffective as opening protec-
tives. Building maintenance personnel who do not un-
derstand the purpose of barrier doors often do this to
aid movement of people, equipment or air in a hallway
or other passage without realizing the potential hazard
if a fire were to occur.

703.1.1 Fireblocking and draftstopping. Required fire-
blocking and draftstopping in combustible concealed
spaces shall be maintained to provide continuity and
integrity of the construction.

& Fireblocking and draftstopping retard the spread of
fire and the products of combustion. To fulfill their
intended function, fireblocking and draftstopping must
be properly maintained. Most frequently, damage or
repairs to other building components, such as mechani-
cal piping, results in fireblocking or draftstopping be-
ing removed and not properly replaced. This section
specifically requires that when fireblocking and draft-
stopping required by the IBC are damaged, removed or
otherwise altered, they must be replaced or restored.

703.1.2 Smoke barriers. Required smoke barrier parti-
tions shall be maintained to prevent the passage of
smoke and all openings protected with approved smoke
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barrier doors or leakage- rated (smoke) dampers.

& Smoke barriers are a key component in a passive
fire safety design for institutional occupancies
(Groups I-2 and 1-3) as part of the defend-in-place
strategy for moving occupants to a tenable portion
of the building. The IBC includes requirements for
fire-resistance ratings (1 hour), continuity and open-
ing and penetration protection. This section of the
code reinforces the application of these require-
ments by specifically citing smoke barriers as a nec-
essary assembly that warrants stringent mainte-
nance.

703.2 Opening protectives. Opening protectives
shall be maintained in an operative condition in ac-
cordance with NFPA 80. Fire doors and smoke barrier
doors shall not be blocked or obstructed or otherwise
made inoperable. Fusible links shall be replaced
promptly whenever fused or damaged. Fire door as-
semblies shall not be modified.

&7 Openings in fire-resistance-rated assemblies must
be protected to prevent the passage of fire. After
opening protectives are installed and approved, they
may become damaged, corroded or otherwise less
effective than required. This section specifically re-
quires that all opening protectives required by the
IBC be maintained in compliance with NFPA 80. This
section requires the maintenance of fire doors and
smoke barrier doors so that they can perform their
intended function, which is to prevent the passage
of smoke, fire or combustion products through open-
ings in fire-resistance-rated walls, ceilings and
shafts during a fire emergency. Sections 703.2.2 and
703.2.3 indicate specific points of inspection and
enforcement regarding these doors. Prohibited
modifications to fire door assemblies include the
attachment of materials, cutting, boring holes or
other alterations that could affect the performance
of the door as a fire protection rated assembly.

703.2.1 Signs. Where required by the fire code offi-

cial, a sign shall be permanently displayed on or near
each fire door in letters not less than 1 inch (25 mm)
high to read as follows: 1. For doors designed to be

kept normally open: FIRE DOOR—DO NOT BLOCK. 2. For
doors designed to be kept normally closed: FIRE DOOR—
KEEP CLOSED.

& Any door in a fire-resistance-rated wall represents a
potential “weak link” in maintaining the degree of com-
partmentation intended by the code. That is the reason
for requiring a rated assembly. The IBC calls for ade-
quate opening protection in the form of a door with a
specified fire protection rating. This section allows the
fire code official to require signage on or near the rated
doors to make the occupants aware of the importance of
the door in the passive fire protection philosophy of the
code. Also, see the commentary to Section 703.1 for a
discussion on the improper use of props to hold doors
open.

703.2.2 Hold-open devices and closers. Hold-open de-
vices and automatic door closers, where provided, shall
be maintained. During the period that such device is out
of service for repairs, the door it operates shall remain in
the closed position.

& The only devices acceptable for holding fire doors
open are fire-detector-activated automatic-closing de-
vices that automatically close the doors (or allow the
doors to swing closed using self-closing devices) in the
event of a fire. Numerous devices, such as electromag-
netic hold-opens, pneumatic systems and systems of pul-
leys and weights connected to a fusible link, are avail-
able. The detection method for the closing device must
be consistent with the purpose of the opening protec-
tive; that is, doors in smoke barriers must be activated
by smoke detectors. Heat detectors or fusible links are
adequate where maintenance of the fire-resistance rat-
ing alone is required. If smoke-detector-activated auto-
matic door closers are used and the detectors are inter-
connected with a required fire alarm system, the de-
vices and wiring methods must be checked for compati-
bility with the fire alarm system control panel before
installation. Some fire alarm control equipment is com-
patible only with the manufacturer’s automatic smoke
detectors.

703.2.3 Door operation. Swinging fire doors shall close
from the full-open position and latch automatically. The
door closer shall exert enough force to close and latch
the door from any partially open position.
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& Fire doors must be closed to be effective. Swinging
fire doors should be frequently checked to make sure
they close and latch on their own power from any posi-
tion.

703.3 Ceilings. The hanging and displaying of salable

goods and other decorative materials from acoustical

ceiling systems that are part of a fire-resistance-rated
floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assembly, shall be prohib-
ited.

& Fire-resistance-rated floor/ceiling and roof/ceiling
assemblies must be tested using the methods in ASTM E
119 to demonstrate a fire-resistance rating. Locating a
substantial fuel load directly beneath an acoustical
ceiling, however, may expose the ceiling to a direct
fire source that could breech the ceiling, which is an
integral part of the tested assembly. Depending on the
contribution of the ceiling to the overall rating, this
may result in the assembly not functioning as the code
intends.

703.4 Testing. Horizontal and vertical sliding and roll-
ing fire doors shall be inspected and tested annually to
confirm proper operation and full closure. A written
record shall be maintained and be available to the fire
code official.

& Annual tests are intended to determine that re-
quired fire and smoke-barrier doors operate freely and
close completely. Where fusible links are used as the
releasing mechanism, the link may be temporarily re-
moved rather than activated during testing. Fusible
links in poor condition must be replaced as part of the
maintenance of fire-resistance components. Smoke de-
tectors and heat detectors other than fusible links
must be tested as required by the manufacturer’s in-
structions (see NFPA 72 for recommended testing pro-
cedures for various fire detectors). Written records
must indicate the date, time, test method and person
conducting the test for each opening protective. These
records must be maintained by the owner and made
available to the fire code official for review. This re-
quirement relieves the fire code official of the admin-
istrative burden of maintaining test records.

-
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2009 International Code
Council Annual Conference and
Code Development Hearing

Code Development Hearings

e October 24 thru October 31 and November 4
thru Nov. 11, Hilton Baltimore

Annual Conference

« November 1 thru November 4, Baltimore
Convention Center
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WHAT IF YOU ARE NOT THE OWNER OF
THE PROPERTY AND ONLY A TENANT?

The merits of having an automatic sprinkler system in
your chapter house have been sufficiently documented
in previous issues. Suffice it to say that it is the best
risk management tool available to protect your property
from a major fire and from the disruption that this can
create and to protect lives of your members and guests
while in your chapter house.

Should you be a tenant in a building owned by someone
else, you should still have an interest in ensuring that
your members and guests are safe while using the facil-
ity. This is especially true if the members are, in fact,
residents in the building or chapter house.

Not only should you have an interest, but, so too, you
ultimately have liability for the physical conditions of
the property and the life safety of the residents. There
is no question that a significant amount of the liability
lies with the building owner or landlord as they gener-
ally are in a better position to “control” the physical
conditions of the building.

It is important that you carefully review your building
lease with the landlord and clearly understand their
responsibilities and obligations, as well as your own.
Depending upon these provisions, you may have some
additional insurance obligations to address. We encour-
age you to call your Insurance Agent, or better yet, an
Account Executive at MJ Insurance/Sorority Division
with any questions or concerns you may have regarding
your lease and/or regarding your liability as an organi-
zation.

The following steps should be considered as a tenant if
your current building is not sprinklered and you have
members sleeping in your property.

After reviewing the lease and being clear on the land-
lord’s responsibility to maintain the property, write to
the landlord and inquire about his plans to install a
sprinkler system in the building.

If there are indeed plans to sprinkler the property, you
should mark your records and periodically check-up on
the status. Once the fire sprinkler system is installed,
follow up with your Insurance Agent about qualifying for
a premium discount on your property coverage.

If there are no plans to sprinkler the property, we would
highly encourage you to communicate to the landlord
the strong case of the merits of having a sprinkler sys-
tem and your concern as a tenant in the facility without
this very important life safety protection.

At this juncture, you should at least go through the
process of determining whether you should remain as a
tenant at the conclusion of your lease. The practical
reality is that with campus-housing being a premium in
the campus/city, you will have no choice but to remain.

You can continue to use good risk management to re-
duce the potential of a fire in your chapter house. The
most obvious recommendation is the prohibition of any
incendiary devices like candles, incense burners, halo-
gen lamps, etc.

Admittedly, as a tenant, you have very limited control
over the physical conditions of a property. Your at-
tempts at bringing the importance of a sprinkler system
to the attention of the landlord and your continued risk
management will serve as a valuable defense for your
organization should a loss/tragedy occur, and you be
named in a lawsuit.

Serious fires in student housing wreak almost unimagin-
able devastation and disruption; this potential warrants
careful consideration of fire safety options. In particu-
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lar, automatic sprinkler systems should be considered
as a viable option; they have established an impres- Timothy P. Travers
sive record of preventing residential fire catastro-
phes, particularly in the hospitality industry. With
technologies developed specifically for residential
applications, automatic sprinkler systems are now
commonplace in hotels and motels, where they af-
ford the traveling public with a high level of fire
safety. College students deserve this same high level
of protection ... and their parents expect it.

Tim has an extensive background in fire protection in-
cluding over 35 years of service with the Whitman, Mas-
sachusetts Fire Department, a suburb of Boston.

With over twenty years as Chief of Department, he has
many appointments to his credit, including the Massa-
chusetts Department of Fire Services, Special Opera-
tions Team where he served as an Operations Chief; the
Massachusetts Fire Service Commission where he was

Timothy P. Travers, EFO, CFO elected as Chairman; the Task Force on Fire & Building
New England Regional Manager Safety, a committee charged with making a comprehen-
National Fire Sprinkler Assn. sive review of the Commonwealth’s building and fire

codes; and the Fire Science Technology Program Advi-

o NF A sory Board at Massasoit Community College.
Tim is a Life Member of the International Association of

The Voice of the Fire Sprinkler Industry Fire Chiefs. He can be contacted at Travers@NFSA.org.

VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! www.campusfiresafety.org
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BREAKING NEWS
USFA Releases Report on the Fire Response to the Northern Illinois University Shooting [CCFS
Administration for USFA] [August 4, 2009 6:47 pm ] [Views 34] Bd Full article

USFA Releases Report on the Fire Response to the Northern Hfinois University Shooting

Emmitsburg, MD - The United States Fire Administration (USFA) released today a new technical report titled Northern
Iineis University Shooting (PDF, 1.8 Mb). On February 14, 2008, a former Northern Iinois University (NIU) graduate
student walked onto the stage of a large fecture hall and began firing on startled students and faculty. The sheoter, a

28-year old male, had a history of mental illness. He shot and killed five students and wounded 18, some critically. His
suicide at the end of the brief attack brought the number of deaths to six,

CCFS Launches Campus Fire Safety News Daily [CCFS Administration] [May 25, 2009 12:38
pm ] [Views 452] Full article

Mational Fire Sprinkler Association

Campus (C-News) Daily News Service

SimplexGrinnall
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Get to Know the NFPA 1 Fire
Code Chapter 20
Assembly Occupancy Fire Safety

Chapter 20 deals with occupancy fire safety require-
ments such as evacuation and egress drills, furnishings,
and inspections. Chapter 20 was reorganized for the
2009 edition. This update will permit the addition of
new requirements without requiring renumbering. The
Committee believes that this effort will serve as an aid
to users of the Code in finding material from edition to
edition in the future. The format of this chapter is:

20.1 General

20.2 Reserved

20.3 Protection

20.4 Special Provisions
20.5 Reserved

20.6 Reserved

20.7 Operating Features

20.1 Assembly Occupancies

The requirements for assembly occupancies are based
on protecting concentrations of occupants in a building
or area.

The occupant load factors for assembly uses (see Table
14.8.1.2) accurately reflect the large numbers of occu-
pants in a given area that are characteristic of such
use. Large numbers of occupants present unique chal-
lenges, such as arranging and designing the egress fa-
cilities to move the occupants efficiently and quickly.
In addition, there are issues that must be balanced,

CCFS would like to remind you to check with
your local “Authority Having Jurisdiction
| (AHJ)” for questions and opinions concerning
Bl your local Fire and Building Codes. The infor-
=28l mation contained in this article is supplied as a
- courtesy by the National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA) and is based on the codes and
standards promulgated by the NFPA.

such as sloping the floor to achieve line of sight for au-
dience spectators (e.g., during theater performances,
sporting events, or concerts) without creating stepped
aisles that are too steep to use effectively.

Assembly occupancies include, but are not limited to,
buildings or portions of buildings used for gatherings of
50 or more people for such purposes as deliberation,
worship, entertainment, eating, drinking, amusement,
or awaiting transportation.

Assembly occupancies also include special amusement
buildings (such as a fun house attraction at an amuse-
ment park or a multilevel play structure in a fast-food
restaurant), regardless of occupant load (see item 2 of
6.1.2.1 and 20.1.4). For other than special amusement
buildings, the criteria for assembly occupancy classifica-
tion include the 50-person threshold addressed in the
previous paragraph and consideration of the activities in
which those persons are involved. The activities that
lead to the classification of an occupancy as an assembly
occupancy include those detailed in item 1 of 6.1.2.1 —
deliberation, worship, entertainment, drinking, amuse-
ment, awaiting transportation, or similar uses. For ex-
ample, working at a desk in a large open-plan office
area is not an assembly use, so the presence of 50 or
more persons in the office space constitutes a business
occupancy, not an assembly occupancy. Examples of
assembly occupancies can be found in A.6.1.2.1, if they
have an occupant load of at least 50 persons.

Passenger stations and terminals of air, surface, under-
ground, and marine public transportation facilities are
also considered assembly occupancies. If the jurisdiction
enforcing the Code has adopted NFPA 130, Standard for
Fixed Guideway Transit and Passenger Rail Systems,
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requirements for transit stations might fall under NFPA  20.1.1 Application. New and existing assembly occupan-
130 rather than this Code. cies shall comply with Section 20.1 and NFPA 101.

See NFPA 130 for additional details.
ee or additional details 20.1.1.1 Permits. Permits, where required, shall comply

with Section 1.12.
Assembly occupancies with an occupant load of fewer
than 50 persons (except for special amusement build-
ings) are considered incidental to the predominant oc-
cupancy in which they are located. For example, a con- REFERENCES THIS MATERIAL CAN BE FOUND IN:
ference room with fewer than a 50-person occupant
Ioad_(see 14.8.1.2) that is Iocated_in an office area is Commentary Reference
conSIdereq par_t of th_e overall business occupancy. A NFPA 1 , Fire Code , 2009 edition
freestanding diner with an occupant load of fewer than - ~
50 persons is hormally assigned a mercantile occupancy
classification. Regardless of occupancy classification,
the occupant load for areas of assembly use needs to be Code References
calculated based on the use of the space, not the occu-  NFPA1_, Uniform Fire Code_, 2009 edition
pancy classification, using the occupant load factors of
Table 14.8.1.2 for assembly uses.

20.1.1.2 Indoor children’s playground structures shall also
comply with Section 10.20.

Commentary comments are in italic font

Advertise in inexpensive

Showcase your product to thousands of Campus Fire Safety
professionals and decision makers. Your efforts enable us
to produce and distribute Campus Firezone at no cost.

Quantity discounts available. Please contact our
Marketing Director for additional information:

CTabor@campusfiresafety.org

T .
Campus Firezone is an excellent medium to reach professionals

directly responsible for campus administration, management and operation of fire and life
safety programs, as well as fire & government officials from college communities.

with adirect circulation to more than 15,000 college and

university professionals, and a known redirect in excess of 20,000
7
additional recipients, Campus Firezone is a great publication to share information.
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CENEWS™

EHILINE BAILY CANPUS FIRE SAFETY HIEWS

C-News is Campus Fire Safety News—online—daily!

Visit our website daily for Campus Fire Safety News! C-News online features daily fire incidents on campus around
the world as well as other valuable campus fire safety information.

C-News originally started by CCFS Board Member, Randall Hormann, was originally featured in print in our monthly
newsletter. The new and improved online C-News daily enhances these early news efforts and now includes daily
news stories, and automatic archiving.

Working with members of the University of New Haven Fire Science Club, and its President Chris Rinck, the CCFS
News Reporting Team searches and reviews news daily to ensure you that we only post relative stories.

The expansion of our news service raises CCFS to a yet an even higher level in its goal to provide informative re-
sources and insight into the issues of campus fire safety.

CLICK FOR C-NEWS DAILY ..... www.campusfiresafety.org/news
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CCFS News =>>> NEWS ARCHIVES

The Voice of the Campus Fire NEWS
[CCFS Administration] [April St. Paul University Evacuated Due to Gas Leak - KSTP.com [CCFS Reporter] [Today 10:04 am ] Eull

am ] [Views 1456] * article

St. Paul University Evacuated Due to Gas LeakKSTP.comThey have also cancelled all night classes on campus. St. Paul
Fire crews are also checking the air quality in the sewer system and venting storm drains.Buildings at 5t. Paul
university reopen after gas leakMinneapolis Star TribuneConcordia University gas leak shut; Hamiine Avenue closed
The Voice of the Campus Fire at ...Pioneer PresslUniversity St. reopened after gas leakThe Gazette (Montrea()Minnesota Public Radicall 11 news
Official ... Psul D. Martin, | articles »

F h e £

Officials Address College-Campus Safety - NBC4i.com [CCFS Reporter] [Today 10:04 am ] Full
article

Officials Address College-Campus SafetyNBC4i.comCOLUMBUS, Ohio—The Ohio State University campus is quiet now. I
Fire Sprinkler Act[CCF ~ a few weeks, though, campuses across the state will be packed with students ...Get schooled in fire safety: Student
Administration] [April 16, < housing fires stem more from ...Savage Pacerla Crosse Fire Department to Meet with Student Housing1<410 WIZMA Fir
pm ] [v 1) Safety Reminder for College Students1410 WIZMall 4 news articles »

WVU Trains Campus Emergency Response Team [CCFS Reporter] [Today 10:04 am ] Full article

Fire Sprinkler Incentive Act
Introduced to 111th Congress

It is the first colfege team in state prepared to assist in emergencies.

Gas Leak Forces Evacuation At Concordia University - WCCO [CCFS Reporter] [Today 10:04 am ]
Sprinkler Saves[CCFS Full article
Administration] [February 5, 200

am] [ s 173] Gas Leak Forces Evacuation At Concordia UniversityWCCOSt. Paul fire Marshal Steve Zaccard says a @-inch, high-
pressure gas line was struck as a result of some digging in the area of Hamline and Concordia ... Buildings at St. Paul
university reopen after gas leakMinneapolis Star TribuneSt. Paul University Evacuated Due to Gas
Sprinkler Saves LeakKSTP.comConcordia University gas leak shut; Hamline Avenue closed at ...Pioneer PressMinnesota Public Radicall @
news articles »
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NEWS

USFA Releases Report on the Fire
Response to the Northern Illinois
University Shooting

Emmitsburg, MD, August 4, 2009

- The United States Fire Administration (USFA) re-
leased today a new technical report titled Northern
Illinois University Shooting (PDF, 1.8 Mb). On Febru-
ary 14, 2008, a former Northern Illinois University
(NIU) graduate student walked onto the stage of a
large lecture hall and began firing on startled stu-
dents and faculty. The shooter, a 28-year old male,
had a history of mental illness. He shot and killed
five students and wounded 18, some critically. His
suicide at the end of the brief attack brought the
number of deaths to six.

The City of DeKalb Fire Department, the NIU De-
partment of Public Safety, the Kishwaukee Commu-
nity Hospital, and other mutual aid responders were
prepared. They had practiced emergency drills to-
gether and coordinated their planning. They were
familiar with the Incident Command System and had
formally incorporated its use in their plans. The
fire/EMS, university police, and university events
management partners had worked together fre-
quently in planned and unplanned events, so com-
mand and control procedures were well practiced.
They also had studied official reports on the Virginia
Tech shootings and had integrated those lessons
learned into the University’s and the City of
DeKalb’s emergency response plans.

“We as firefighters in this nation continue to wit-
ness the positive outcomes of emergency prepara-
tion, preplanning, practicing plans and executing
the plans when an emergency occurs,” said Acting
U.S. Fire Administrator Glenn A. Gaines. “The
Dekalb Fire Department demonstrates the fire ser-
vice commitment to emergency preparedness for all
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emergencies through the study of lessons learned, and the
application and practice of Incident Command and the
National Incident Management System (NIMS).”

From every after-action report this potentially devastating
situation was handled with the highest levels of skill and
expertise. The multiagency cooperation in response in
Dekalb was virtually a textbook application of Unified
Command and the NIMS. The key element contributing to
the success of operations was NIU had a very well-defined
plan that was exercised routinely. University and local
first response leadership made a commitment to prepare
and train for such an event following the 2007 Virginia
Tech shooting.

The USFA develops reports on selected major incidents
throughout the country. The incidents usually involve mul-
tiple deaths or a large loss of property, but the primary
criterion for deciding to write a report is whether it will
result in significant lessons learned. Under this project,
USFA also develops special reports addressing a variety of
issues that affect the fire service such as homeland secu-
rity and disaster preparedness, new technologies, train-
ing, fireground tactics, and firefighter safety and health.

For additional information regarding this report, or other
USFA Technical Reports, visit the Publications section of
the USFA Web site at www.usfa.dhs.gov.

U.S. Fire Administration - U.S. Department of Homeland
Security - Emmitsburg, MD 21727 - (301) 447-1000

Register Today for the
ACUHO-I/APPA Housing Facilities
Conference

Early Registration Deadline is September 16

You don’t want to miss these cutting edge programs to
explore new opportunities as a part of the ACUHO-I /APPA
Housing Facilities Conference. This partnership brings
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attendees a powerful lineup of sessions that foster leadership, address challenges, and explore trends in college and
university housing.

Attendees will choose between programs addressing the topics of:

e Sustainability

¢ Maintenance and operations

e Custodial operations

e General administration and leadership

e Construction and master planning

This year the conference also will include a tour of two central Ohio campuses: The Ohio State University and Ot-
terbein College. Participants will discover two unique operations, each with their own opportunities and chal-
lenges.

Other conference features include keynote speaker, Robin Crow; a renowned speaker, author, entrepreneur, and
one of the most innovative guitarists in the world. Finally, don’t miss the golf outing at the luxurious Golf Club of
Dublin.

Register before Septem-
ber 16, 2009, to receive
the early registration
discount.

For complete conference
details, travel informa-

tion, and online registra- | gl ML SRS 009 ACUHOTY!APPA

tion, visit the ACUHO-I

Web site: http:// e 1sing Facilities Corlferenten
www.acuhoi.org/ e JOctober 27-30 - -% .
Default.aspx?tabid=197 B e+ #.% s ma aon i ramtle o o o n wipaiy i sy s W0 n s n s @ T o

Residential Fire Safety Symposium Dec 2009 u
UL is sponsoring an important public safety symposium for anyone who is interested in = L
learning more about the concepts of building fire safety functions into residential build

ings in North America. The Residential Fire Safety Symposium is scheduled for Dec 2 and U N IVERSITY
3 and will take place the Arizona Grand Resort in Phoenix. The goal of the event is to

bring parties involved overall residential built environment to discuss fire designs, fire concepts, fire protection
methods, use and installation of sprinklers, etc. Please click on the following link to for more details and registration

page. The cost of the symposium is $99 for the two days, and we have reduced rates for the Arizona Grand Resort.

An agenda and list of speakers will be finalized in the near future please look for further updates on the link or via
ULtimate email.

http://www.uluniversity.us/catalog/display.resource.aspx?resourceid=228281

For additional information or questions,please contact: Steve Kerber at shephen.kerber@us.ul.com
or 847-664-3329, or Bob James at robert.j.james@us.ul.com or 813-956-8669
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Classic ...
3rd Annual
= = Michael lost his life in a dormitory arson fire
M ICh ae' M In ger in Murray, Kentucky. He was a fine young
man whose dream was to become a sports
Mem0r|al broadcaster.
The Minger family has established a non-
= profit foundation to address campus fire-
G o If C I assiIc safety issues to educate parents and stu-

dents on the importance of fire safety, and

september 28, 2009 to promote the importance of fire sprinklers.

Michael’s

Foundation also addresses nationally the
special need of safety for students with dis-
abilities.

Please join us for a fun filled afternoon to
help in our mission to raise awareness and
make our campus communities a safer place
for our future leaders.

Download Tournament
Brochure

Need More Information please

contact:
Hermitage Golf Course Gail 850-621-5161
3939 Old Hickory Blvd. email: mingerd4family@aol.com

Old Hickory, TN 37138
Nashville Area
615-847-4001
Lodging:
Sheraton Music City
777 McGavock Pike
Nashville TN 37214
615-885-2200
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g U.S. Fire Administration

Tech Talk

Vol. 1, No. 1 - July 2009

Tech Talk provides accurate and timely information on topics of interest to the fire protection community. Topics are selected based
on inquiries and suggestions that USFA receives from readers. To suggest a topic for a future edition of Tech Talk, please contact us.

NEW! ... Anew series of information published by

USFA, Tech Talk, is an online newsletter providing infor-
mation on topics of interest to the fire protection com-
munity. The inaugural issue looks at self-illuminated or

self-powered lighting, which is sometimes used to mark

exits.
| DOWNLOAD JULY ISSUE

Self-llluminated S igns Figure 1. Gaseous Tritium Exit Sign

This edition of Tech Talk looks at self-illuminated or self-powered lighting,
which is sometimes used to mark exits. Background information about self-
illuminated signs is presented, along with tips for reviewing plans and/or
inspecting facilities that use or plan to use self-illuminated lighting features.
Guidance for safe disposal of damaged or unused units is also included.

What is Self-llluminated or Self-Powered Lighting

Self-powered lighting is a generic term that describes devices that emit light continuously without an external
power source. The signs do not require electricity or batteries, and are most commonly installed where it is dif-
ficult to get electric power to the location where an exit sign is needed. Historic and architecturally significant
buildings are common uses for this technology, although they are approved for use nearly anywhere.

Early self-powered lighting used radium paint, which posed serious health risks to the workers who manufac-
tured and applied it, as well as to users of those early self-powered lighting devices. Modern devices, however,
are generally considered to be safe and effective.

At present, there are two different types of self-illuminated signs in use, differentiated by the source of the il-
lumination. The two types currently available are photoluminescent and gaseous tritium (Figure 1). Each is discussed in

this edition of Tech Talk.
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CCFS new data collection tool
stores statistics on fire
incidents on US
Campuses.

The CCFS data collection tool was
launched in response to the need for more
accurate statistics on the fire incidents
occurring on US campuses. The tool, free
to use for educational institutions, allows g
campuses and local fire departments re- e
sponding to Campus incidents, to input :
incident data, create reports to analyze
their fire problem and tailor their public
education and awareness campaigns to
their specific needs.

MORE ... ﬁ:ollege and

Visit our website for universities ovigin and Cause ——
more: are encouraged to AREA OF ORIGIN e
register and begin et — -
OVERVIEW submitting data now
[ ]
PRESENTATION 10 [0 [pEPEEE 1Ko _
meet the new campus -
. RIGHT2KNOW fire Safety reporting
PRESENTATION requirements being nheecs
« NEGOTIATED RULE developed by the US e s
MAKING PROPOSED Department of
LANGUAGE Education.

www.campusfiresafety.org/ k /

fire- T TR
campus-fire-data ‘étiﬁ*-'l..\% \

o

This project was funded by the Fire Prevention and Safety
Grant program of the Department of Homeland Security, and

(i ;;J was showcased as part of the 2008-09 FireWise Campus training
2 program.
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Newsletter for Campus Fire & Life Safety Professionals

The Center is supported through the generosity of the organizations listed here. Each organization has
demonstrated a commitment to supporting the cause of campus fire safety and the free exchange of information
to support the many professionals dedicated to protecting our nation’s colleges and universities.

National Fire Sprinkler Association (NFSA)

e Underwriters Laboratories®

e Road Sprinkler Fitters Local Union 669

e SimplexGrinnell

e National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA)
e Tyco Fire & Building Products

e SIEMENS

e The International Code Council

« National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)

¢ Honeywell Life Safety Systems & System Sensor

e Michael H. Minger Foundation
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www.campusfiresafety.org

The Center for Campus Fire Safety (CCFS)
National Headquarters | 10 State Street | Newburyport, MA 01950
Phone: 978.961.0410 | www.campusfiresafety.org






